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the two countries, and after some preliminary
fighting on the border, Norfolk invaded Scotland.
James collected an army, but it was defeated by a
few local troops at Solway Moss (1542) and the king
died of a broken heart, leaving an eight days' old
child, the ill-fated Mary Stuart, to succeed him. The
anarchy which followed prevented the Scotch from
continuing the war, and Lord Hertford burnt
Edinburgh and ravaged the country without opposi-
tion Meanwhile, England had once more joined
Charles in his contest with Francis. A great
partition scheme was arranged by the allies, though
the only result was the capture of Boulogne by
Henry (1544). The Emperor presently made a
separate peace, and the French prepared to revenge
themselves by an invasion of England. The Isle of
Wight was ravaged, while the English were defeated
before Boulogne, but the operations were indecisive,
and a treaty was soon concluded between all the
belligerents. The peace was undoubtedly hastened
on by the fact that Henry was dying, for the
question of the regency became all important. A
violent contest between Norfolk and Hertford, the
leaders of the rival parties, took place during the
last year of the reign, and ended, almost on the clay
of the king's death, in the triumph of the latter.
The Earl of Surrey, the duke's son, was beheaded,
and it was on the very day fixed for the father's
execution that Henry breathed his last (1547).

In forming any estimate of the character of
Henry VIII., it is necessary to break through the
ordinary rule of history and to separate the man from